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Abstract 
Extensive  research  has  been  done  to  identify  linguistic  cues  to  deception,  especially  in  the  rapidly 














































































































































































































their instruction sheet: A Linguistic Examination of Deceptive Utterances in Online Conversation      12 
You should remember that the ability to deceive your partner in these conversation tasks 
represents an extremely important skill. Previous research has shown that the ability to 
lie predicts future success in business, counseling, and health. It also predicts your ability 
to make and maintain friends, and is a good indicator of intelligence that is not measured 









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Not at all    0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7   8  9  10        Completely 
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response)? A Linguistic Examination of Deceptive Utterances in Online Conversation      33 
 
Not at all    0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7   8  9  10        Completely 
























Strongly   1  2  3  4  5  6  7        Strongly 
     Disagree                 Agree 













Not at all    0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7   8  9  10        Completely 









Strongly   1  2  3  4  5  6  7        Strongly 




  Strongly   1  2  3  4  5  6  7        Strongly 
  Disagree                 Agree 
 A Linguistic Examination of Deceptive Utterances in Online Conversation      35 
5.  I felt comfortable during this part of the discussion. 
 




















Not at all    0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7   8  9  10        Completely 
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3. I am confident in my judgment about whether my partner was truthful or not. 
 
Strongly   1  2  3  4  5  6  7        Strongly 

























1.  I find it hard to imitate the behavior of other people. A Linguistic Examination of Deceptive Utterances in Online Conversation      37 
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Strongly   1  2  3  4  5  6  7        Strongly 
  Disagree                 Agree 
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14.  I have trouble changing my behavior to suit different people and different situations.  
 

































































Not at all    0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7   8  9  10        Completely 






















































Not at all    0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7   8  9  10        Completely 














Strongly   1  2  3  4  5  6  7        Strongly 
  Disagree                 Agree A Linguistic Examination of Deceptive Utterances in Online Conversation      44 
5.  I felt comfortable during this part of the discussion. 
 































1. To what degree were you truthful about this topic (circle the most appropriate response)? A Linguistic Examination of Deceptive Utterances in Online Conversation      45 
 
Not at all    0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7   8  9  10        Completely 
























Strongly   1  2  3  4  5  6  7        Strongly 
  Disagree                 Agree 
 



























Not at all    0  1  2  3  4  5  6  7   8  9  10        Completely 
   truthful                                  truthful 
 
2. If you had to make a decision, were you   LYING   or   TRUTHFUL (circle one)? 
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Strongly   1  2  3  4  5  6  7        Strongly 
  Disagree                 Agree 
 
16.   I feel a bit awkward in public and do not show up quite as well as I should.   A Linguistic Examination of Deceptive Utterances in Online Conversation      51 
 































































Thank you for you participation. A Linguistic Examination of Deceptive Utterances in Online Conversation      53 
Figure 1 
Truthful and Deceptive Utterances Across Topics as Found by Hirschberg et al, 2005 










tLuT – topic Lie utterance TruthA Linguistic Examination of Deceptive Utterances in Online Conversation      55 
Figure 3 
Truthful and Deceptive Utterances within Topics in Current Study 
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Table 1: Word Count 
Across Topics  Lie Topic  Honest Topic  p 
Number of Words  5342  4357  < 0.05* 
Number of Messages  463  342  < 0.05* 
Avg. Message Length  11.54  12.74  0.062† 
      
Within Lie Topic  Deceptive Messages  Truthful Messages  p 
Number of Words  3084  2258  0.053† 
Number of Messages  210  253  0.2652 
Avg. Message Length  14.69  8.93  < 0.001* 
      
















 d  p 
Number of Words  3084  2258  3882  475  ab = 0.053† 
ac = 0.109 
ad < 0.001* 
bc < 0.001* 
bd < 0.001* 
cd < 0.001* 
Number of Messages  210  253  309  33  ab = 0.265 
ac < 0.05*  
ad < 0.001* 
bc < 0.05* 
bd < 0.001* 
cd < 0.001* 
Avg. Message Length  14.69  8.93  12.57  14.39  ab < 0.001* 
ac < 0.001* 
ad < 0.05* 
bc < 0.05* 
bd = 0.069† 
cd < 0.001* 
  * = Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2-tailed) , † = Approaches Significance A Linguistic Examination of Deceptive Utterances in Online Conversation      57 
 
Table 2: First‐Person Pronoun Use 
Across Topics  Lie Topic  Honest Topic  LL 
First-Person Pronouns  10.09 (%)  9.71   0.35 
      
Within Lie Topic  Deceptive Messages  Truthful Messages  LL 
First-Person Pronouns  11.19 (%)  8.64  8.52** 
      
Message Level Across Topics 
Deceptive 
















 d LL 
First-Person Pronouns  11.19 (%)  8.64  13.01  10.32  ab = 8.52** 
ac = 4.11* 
ad = 0.29 
bc = 22.37** 
bd = 1.19 
cd = 2.48 
  * = p < 0.05, ** = p < 0.01, 2-tailed test A Linguistic Examination of Deceptive Utterances in Online Conversation      58 
 
Table 3: Negative Emotion Word Frequency 
Across Topics  Lie Topic  Honest Topic  LL 
Neg. Emotion Words  0.49 (%)  0.41  0.29 
      
Within Lie Topic  Deceptive Messages  Truthful Messages  LL 
Neg. Emotion Words  0.49 (%)  0.49  0.00 
      
Message Level Across Topics 
Deceptive 
















 d LL 
Neg. Emotion Words  0.49 (%)  0.49  0.56  0.42  ab = 0.00 
ac = 0.14 
ad = 0.04 
bc = 0.11 
bd = 0.04 
cd = 0.15 
  * = p < 0.05, ** = p < 0.01, 2-tailed test A Linguistic Examination of Deceptive Utterances in Online Conversation      59 
 
Table 4: Exclusionary Word Frequency 
Across Topics  Lie Topic  Honest Topic  LL 
Exclusionary Words  3.35 (%)  4.18  4.41* 
      
Within Lie Topic  Deceptive Messages  Truthful Messages  LL 
Exclusionary Words  3.90 (%)  2.83  4.31* 
      
Message Level Across Topics 
Deceptive 
















 d LL 
Exclusionary  Words  3.90  (%)  2.83 5.86 2.32  ab = 4.31* 
ac = 12.00** 
ad = 3.14 
bc = 26.90** 
bd = 0.40 
cd = 11.78** 
  * = p < 0.05, ** = p < 0.01 , † = Approaches Significance, 2-tailed test 
 